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When I was single in ministry, I had a dream wife. She was wonderful. I
thought of her often and loved her a lot with a heart full of hope. One problem:
she did not love me back. I can’t blame her because she didn‘t exist. Other
than that, she was perfect.
When I got married, I had to let the dream go. I don’t even miss “her.” Now I
have a wife who actually loves me in return. And she exists!
Some Christians have a dream church and they love her dearly. She is
wonderful. She never gripes or complains. She does not demand or spend
money. She is perfectly gorgeous. The only problem is that she does not exist.
And she does not love the dreamers back.
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In his classic book, Life Together, Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote:
“He who loves his dream of a community more than the Christian
community itself becomes a destroyer of the latter, even though his
personal intentions may be ever so honest and earnest and sacrificial.”
It’s easy to love your dream. As for real people, they can be quite a challenge.
Jesus’ church is just that—real people. And real love welcomes the challenge!
Jesus did not die for a mere dream. He died on the cross for real sinners who
can be difficult to love. He loved us anyway.
Remember, church is more than a mere assembly. It is a holy relationship
between Jesus and His flawed but forgiven followers. And He has commanded
His followers to love each other just as He loved us. That means being willing
to die for each other.
It's not enough to just 'go' to church. It is not enough to just 'be' the church. It’s
not even enough to love your idea or dream of a church. We must actively love
Jesus' actual church and embrace our need for her.
__________
Joel Solliday

