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Full disclosure: I am using words to compose this article.
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As a Christian (a preacher, no less), I strongly believe in the power of
words. The Bible begins with God using words to speak creation into
existence ("And God said..."). Jesus Himself was called the “Word” in the
gospel of John. To be clear, John wrote, “…the Word was God.” (John 1:1).
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One of the great distinctions between humans and animals is in the way we
use words to communicate. Language is an invaluable legacy that we
humans have inherited to connect with each other and pursue mutual
understanding. Words can open doors of opportunity, spawn romances,
foster commitments, inspire hope, and sustain life. Properly aimed, words
can even sooth a shattered heart. When no other medicine for healing
exists, a kind word can turn the tide.
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But words can also inflict mortal wounds. They can poison lifelong
friendships. A slip of a tongue can ruin a reputation that took a lifetime to
build. Careless words are costly. Jesus said, “But I tell you that men will
have to give account on the day of judgment for every careless word they
have spoken.” (Matthew 12:36).
Words are not cheap. They can be used cheaply but that’s on the user, not
the words. To say you “love mankind” is a cheap claim if you can’t stand real
people in practice. To label a bill “the Inflation Reduction Act” is cheap
indeed if it actually adds to inflation. Some cheaply refer to the slaughter of
a baby in the womb as a mere “choice.” Others cheaply call adultery an
“affair” to weaken the impact on the listener. Our president uses the phrase
“gender affirming care” to convey support for irreversible mutilation and
chemical castration procedures on confused children.
Sadly, the cheap abuse of words above actually work to deceive millions of
people. Lies can shackle those who believe them to the forces of evil, but,
according to Jesus, the power of truth is greater than the power of words!
He said, “…the truth will make you free.” (John 8:32). So, stay free! JMS

