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When Judas planted a treacherous kiss on Jesus’ face in the Garden of
Gethsemane, the guards knew who to arrest.
Jesus was there to pray, as was his custom. Judas knew exactly where to
find him. Jesus could have run away or prepared to resist his arrest.
Nevertheless, his purpose was to pray and that’s what Jesus did. He asked
three of His closest disciples to stand watch, but their sleepy eyes were too
heavy to complete this simple task.
Nevertheless, Jesus kept praying. Luke reports, “And being in agony he
prayed more earnestly; and his sweat became like great drops of blood
falling down to the ground.” (Luke 22:44). Although Jesus appealed to His
Father to let the impending bitter cup pass from Him, He finished saying,
“Nevertheless, not my will, but yours, be done.” (Luke 22:42).
Finally, the guards were upon them. Now wide awake, Peter attacked the
servant of the high priest! Nevertheless, Jesus told Peter, “Put your sword
into its sheath; shall I not drink the cup that the Father has given me?” (John
18:11). As Jesus was led away to His looming fate, Peter followed at a
distance—probably quite confused. He likely saw Jesus slapped and spat
upon. Blindfolded, Jesus’ mockers asked, “Who is it that struck you?” (Luke
22:64). Nevertheless, Jesus took it.
At some point, fear got the best of Peter. When recognized as a follower of
Jesus, Peter repeatedly denied even knowing Jesus, until a rooster crowed.
Meanwhile, the other disciples were not even brave enough to follow at a
distance. Mark reports, “And they all left him and fled.” (Mark 14:15). Their
dreams for a powerful independent Israelite kingdom were shattered.
A few days later, on the first day of that week, rumors circulated from some
women that Jesus’ grave was empty. The disciples were behind locked
doors for fear of the Jews when those rumors were confirmed. Jesus
walked in, ALIVE!
Twice, Jesus told them, “Peace be with you.” (John 20:19 & 20).
Nevertheless, it would not be a safe peace. It propelled them into a mission
as dangerous as the one that led Jesus to the cross. Jesus then said, “As
the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” He did not promise
them safety. Nevertheless, filled with the Holy Spirit and a purposeful peace,
they embraced the mission.
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